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Coordinator Reflections

Message from BTS Maritimes Coordinator 
Stacey Gomez: 
The year 2019 was filled with a number of highlights and touching 
moments for me. 

We started the year off with the debut of a travelling art exhibit 
featuring portraits of each of the 41 girls killed in the 2017 Hogar 
Seguro tragedy. The portraits, inspired by the personalities, hopes 
and dreams of each of the girls, were set-up in cafes, universities 
and libraries throughout the Maritimes. My hope is that the project 
allowed people to see beyond the statistics and towards a deeper 

understanding from the heart. For me, the project demonstrated the powerful role that art can play in 
social movements and I look forward to continuing to build that into our work! 

In March 2019, I accompanied Mayra Jimenez of Ocho Tijax on a speaking tour in the Maritimes to com-
memorate the 2nd anniversary of the tragedy. During her visit, Mayra stressed that it was the state who 
was responsible for the tragedy and talked about the ongoing search for justice for the girls. The speaking 
tour coalesced around International Women’s Day (IWD), the date of the fire. Seeing attendees of Antigon-
ish’s IWD march join us in walking with girls’ portraits was powerful. The community love and support, as 
well as the girls’ spirits were palpable that day. 

In October 2019, lawyer Gloria Reyes of the Rabinal Legal Clinic joined us to bring attention to the case 
of the 36 Maya Achi women seeking justice for sexual violence during the internal armed conflict. The 
speaking tour kicked off with a talk in Tatamagouche. Seeing the room packed with people of all ages was 
a heartening testament to the important relationship-building that’s been taking place between Rabinal 
and Tatamagouche through the twinning project. During the speaking tour, Gloria gave us insights into the 
women’s challenges and set-backs in bringing the case forward, and the long-road towards justice. 

During both speaking tours, it was important for us to make a connection to the situation in Canada, with 
the issue of missing and murdered Indigenous women. Whether it’s through government inaction or 
violence at the hands of state forces, there’s culpability on the part of the state in Canada as well. We join 
calls for justice for Indigenous women in Canada too. 

Also in 2019, the Trudeau government finally announced the creation of an Ombudsperson for communi-
ties impacted by Canadian mining. Sadly, the office fell short of what we and other members of the CNCA 
had been calling for. 

I continue to be amazed by the incredible work we do together, as well as the dedication demonstrated by 
our member. I look forward to what we have in store for the rest of 2020 and beyond!

Stacey Gomez, BTS Maritimes Coordinator 
BTSMaritimesCoordinator@gmail.com
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Message from BTS Guatemala 
Coordinator Lisa Rankin: 
In the framework of the 2019 there were both highlights in 
BTS’ work with our partners and deep challenges as reflected 
in the political and social situation in Guatemala. In 2019, BTS 
continued to support our partners on the ground in Guatemala 
through human rights accompaniment, advocacy, and pres-
suring the Canadian Embassy, the Guatemalan Government 
and Canadian companies to respect human rights and right of 
determination of communities in Guatemala. We continued to 
accompany communities bringing forward cases of genocide, 
specifically against the Rabinal Achi people. 

Despite the challenges brought by 2019, there were many 
impactful moments which shaped my work and my year. One of the best parts of 2019 was the opportu-
nity to accompany and translate for coffee roasters from JustUs Coffee in Lake Atitlan and Roasters Bows 
and Arrows and Drumroaster Coffee in Mataquescuintla, Jalapa. Despite not being a coffee drinker my-
self, I had the opportunity to taste some of the best coffees in the world, learn about coffee cupping and 
get a better understanding of the production process. However, my favourite part of the experience was 
working with the coffee producers, learning about their struggles, and seeing the impact on families and 
communities when producers are paid a fair price for their products. By supporting producers through 
fair trade practices, we allow them to continue their work in resistance to multinational corporations and 
continue to defend their territory. 

Another highlight of 2019 was the resolution of the case against Pan American Silver (formally Tahoe 
Resources) for the shooting of four peaceful protestors in April 2013. After a long battle, Pan American 
Silver, as the new owners of the Escobal Mine, admitted the company’s responsibility and gave a formal 
apology to the communities affected by the shooting. While the decision to apologize and close the law-
suit in BC courts was a strategic move on the company’s part, it is also an important moment where for 
the first time in Canadian history a company has apologized for occurrences at its mining project. Fur-
thermore, the apology stands as a clear example of how Canadian mining companies operate around the 
world, and that there are consequences to those actions. Despite this, Pan American continues to violate a 
Constitutional Court decision to suspend the project. I had the opportunity to accompany this case since 
I began working as a BTS Coordinator in 2013. It has been a great honour to support Adolfo Garcia, Luis 
Fernando Garcia Monroy, Misael Martinez and Wilmer Perez in this process.

Finally, the 2019 BTS Delegation was another highlight of the year. We had a great crew of participants 
and made some amazing connections between folks in land struggles in Guatemala and land struggles 
on Turtle Island. Our time spent with our partners only deepens our commitment as BTS to support the 
amazing work they are doing to challenge the status quo and defend their ways of life. 

Lisa Rankin, BTS Guatemala Coordinator
BTScoordinator@gmail.com 
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Message from BTS Lead Cooperant 
Este Chep: 
Dear members,

Although I had heard about the BTS internships in the mid-2000s, it 
was until 2011 when I embarked on my return migration to Guatemala 
that I first met a BTS cooperant working with the Highlands Commit-
tee of Small Farmers (CCDA) and living at the Mesoamerica Permacul-
ture Institute (IMAP).  At the time, after years of work in international 
cooperation I was disillusioned and frankly quite insulted by develop-
ment agendas and the lack of commitment to radical social justice and 
solidarity from the Global North.  I was happy to be back in Guatemala 
and knew I had lots of ground to make up in reconnecting with my 
roots and learning about the struggles facing the communities I felt so 

close to but had been kept apart from.  I remember meeting that intern and feeling gratitude. Though I 
paid little attention to BTS back then, I embarked on a plan to cultivate and support relations in the birth 
land as well as those other distant lands that had been a refuge even if by force.  It never occurred to me 
that nearly a decade into the future, still with this end in mind, I would join BTS as its Lead Cooperant. 

Since taking on this role in June 2019, I have worked to revamp the network’s Human Rights & Commu-
nity Development Cooperant Program.  It has been quite a pleasure to have this opportunity and con-
tinue strengthening the bridge of solidarity between Guatemala and the Maritimes.  Since I arrived at the 
Tatamagouche Centre for the Cooperant Training in late May, it has been an incredible journey filled with 
many new experiences, insights, friends, collaborations and valuable lessons.  

The week at Tatamagouche introduced me first-hand to a community of practice that is incredibly knowl-
edgeable, critical, and fiercely humble.  The months that followed, working alongside the Guatemala and 
Maritimes coordinators also showed me how the efforts of so many people acting as a platform for amaz-
ing individuals can yield such powerful results both in Guatemala and also in Canada.  As the months 
progress and my relations inch closer and closer to the work of BTS partners, I continue learning about 
the deep love, passion and commitment to life and dignity that stand behind resistance and solidarity.  
From the cooperants who are on the ground and on their way to Guatemala, I am reminded of the power 
of determination and the desire to be part of a solution.

The year 2019 in review for me has been immensely and positively impacted by becoming part of the BTS 
network.  I am hopeful that although the social, political and economic landscape of our work in Guatema-
la looks dire, our collective efforts will make long lasting fruitful contributions to the struggle for justice.  I 
thank you all for your support and commitment to this cause and I look forward to growing and learning 
with you all.  

In solidarity,

Este Chep, BTS Lead Cooperant
btscooperant@gmail.com
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Guatemala: A Brief Year in Review

The year 2019 was another challenging year in Guatemala in the political and social spheres. The back-
drop of the year was the June elections, and subsequently the run-off presidential elections in August, 
which saw Alejandro Giammattei announced as the incumbent president of Guatemala. 

Giammattei’s presidency has raised concerns with civil society and human rights organizations, as he was 
formerly the director of Guatemala’s penitentiary system. His role in extrajudicial executions in the Pavon 
jail in 2006 led him to be arrested and placed in pre-trial detention. He was held for over ten months until 
a judge closed the investigation. Giammattei’s plan for his four year term is strengthening the police and 
the army, and a tough on crime approach, including bringing back the death penalty. He is also strongly 
against abortion and LGBTQ+ rights. 

Another major blow to justice in Guatemala was the removal of the United Nations (UN) backed Commis-
sion Against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG). Outgoing Guatemalan President Jimmy Morales had been 
under scrutiny by the Commission for illicit campaign financing. In late 2018, Morales refused to allow 
staff back into Guatemala, including Commissioner Ivan Velasquez. Then, in January 2019, Morales stated 
that he was breaking the agreement with the UN and gave non-Guatemalan CICIG staff 24 hours to leave 
the country. The Commission’s work was greatly reduced in the following months, with the official termi-
nation of the mandate in September 2019. Following the termination of the Commission, the Guatemalan 
Congress, and in particular the “Pact of the Corrupt,” made up of members of Congress known to be crimi-
nals and corrupt, created an “Anti-CICIG Commission” to criminally prosecute individuals who worked for 
the CICIG. However, the Anti-CICIG Commission was struck down by the Constitutional Court. The depar-
ture of the Commission has left a glaring hole in Guatemala’s struggle against impunity and corruption.

A third major incident in Guatemala in 2019 was the states of siege (likened to martial law) imposed in 
two different regions of Guatemala. A state of siege limits civil rights, including the right to gather three 
or more people at a time, and allows the police to arrest citizens without a warrant. The first state of siege 
in 2019 was imposed in the Eastern region of Guatemala and included 22 municipalities. The Guatemalan 
government claimed the State of Siege was introduced to control drug trafficking in the area, stemming 
from the military deployment into the community of Semuy II, municipality of El Estor, and state reports 
that three soldiers were killed. However, conflicting reports on the incident reflect the importance for the 
Guatemalan government to gain control over the region and deepen the repression against the Q’eqchi’ 
people in opposition to the Fenix Nickle Mine (formerly owned by Canadian company Hudbay Minerals), 
African palm plantations and other monocrops, and hydroelectric dams. The state of siege lasted for 60 
days. Another state of siege was imposed in two municipalities of Solola, which have a historical conflict 
on the municipalities’ boundaries. However, the true nature of the state of siege in the region seems to be 
further militarization of the country.

In the wake of these three major incidents, and others, BTS has great concern over the continued milita-
rization of the country.  The government continues to invest more and more money into military equip-
ment, such as helicopters and arms. As mentioned, the incumbent President Giammattei has committed to 
strengthening the role of Guatemalan military and police, which civil society and human rights organiza-
tions read as more criminalization of protest and more evictions of communities in the name of “protect-
ing and securing infrastructure” or in reality, private property. The importance of international solidarity 
work will only increase in importance as partners face a new reality with this new government. 
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#NosDuelen56 Speaking Tour with Mayra 
Jimenez of Ocho Tijax 

Mayra Jimenez of the group Ocho Tijax spoke throughout the 
Maritimes from February 28th to March 9th, 2019 - in lead up 
to the 2nd anniversary of the Hogar Seguro tragedy. She visited 
Fredericton, Sackville, Halifax, Antigonish and Tatamagouche, 
sharing the story of the 56 girls. 
  
The tragedy occurred on March 8, 2017. Police had locked 56 
girls in a small room at a state-run centre for children and youth 
Hogar Seguro Virgen de la Asuncion, in an effort to punish them 
for having tried to escape. After a fire broke out, police refused 
to open the doors to let them escape. As a result, 41 girls aged 
13-17 were killed. While another 15 girls survived the fire, many 
continue to live with severe physical and psychological harm.
  
Ocho Tijax, which Mayra co-founded, has been offering support 
to families of girls killed in the tragedy, as well as survivors since 
that day. They continue to provide legal accompaniment in the 
cases of the 56 victims and survivors, demanding justice for 

this state crime.  Police commission-
ers, the former director of the Hogar 
Seguro and high-level government 
officials face charges for these crimes. 

The speaking tour began in Frederic-
ton, where Mayra spoke at the Uni-
versity of New Brunswick’s Women’s 
Centre to a packed room. She then 
continued on to Sackville, where she 
spoke at Mount Allison University. 

Throughout the speaking tour, the 
issue of state impunity for gendered 
violence in the Canadian context was 
also raised. 

At our event in Halifax at Glitter Bean Cafe, Mayra was joined by Dr. Sherry Pictou, a Mi’kmaw woman 
from L’sitkuk and professor, who shared: “When I heard this story, it immediately reminded me of the 
residential schools here and of the violence and abuse that took place in those schools and now of our 
struggle with the child welfare system. We have actually more Indigenous children in care than during 
residential schools, as well as the prison system. And, to me these systems are structures of violence and 
particularly against Indigenous women. It reminds me that we still have countless missing and murdered 

Photo: Group photo with Mayra Jimenez at Mount Allison Uni-
versity

Photo: Mayra Jimenez speaking at the 
IDW rally in Antigonish alongside Wy-
anne Sandler, Executive Director of the 
Antigonish Women’s Resource Centre
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Indigenous women in Canada. This was long ne-
glected in Canada.”  
In Antigonish, Mayra participated in a number of 
International Women’s Week events. On March 8th, 
the anniversary of the tragedy, Mayra was one of the 
guest speakers for the annual women’s breakfast. 
She shared: “We want people not to forget them in 
Canada, Europe, Latin America... They needed pro-
tection of the state and the state failed them.” 

We marked the time the exact time (10:45am AST) 
that the fire began two years ago with a small gath-
ering and vigil. Afterwards, we participated in the 
International Women’s Day rally and march. Mayra 
spoke about the tragedy and we invited marchers to 

hold commemorative portraits of each of the 
41 girls killed, marking their presence with us. 

In the afternoon, Mayra spoke alongside 
Andrea Currie, who is Saulteaux Métis from 
Manitoba, as well as a psychotherapist, writer 
musician and teacher. Andrea called the Cana-
dian government to task for failing to protect 
Indigenous women. She spoke of police vio-
lence perpetrated against Indigenous women, 
for instance, cases in Val-d’Or, Quebec brought 
to national attention in 2016.  With regards to 
the National Inquiry on Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls, she shared, “We 
asked police to be investigated but the govern-
ment refused.” 

In Tatamagouche, Maryra was joined by Ishbel Munro, Coordinator of Apji-wla’matulinej (Righting Rela-
tions) and Women of First Light. Ishbel read a powerful letter from a 12 year old girl speaking out about 
violence against Indigenous women 

At each event, we read each of the names of the 41 girls killed in the tragedy. We continue to remember 
and demand justice for them. Over 3 years later, the legal cases haven’t advanced very far. Moreover, at-
tempts to have then President Morales for his role in these crimes have not succeeded to date.

We also remember and echo calls for justice for Indigenous women like Cassidy Bernard, 22, whose 
name by mentioned on various occasions throughout the speaking tour. She was murdered in her home 
in We’koqma’q First Nation, less than an hour away from Antigonish, last October and is survived by two 
twin girls. 

We thank the Atlantic Council for International Cooperation for funding towards this project through the 
Member Engagement Fund. 

Photo: Andrea Currie speaking at Antigonish event along-
side Mayra Jimenez

Photo: Vigil in Antigonish for 41 girls who 
died in the Hogar Seguro tragedy
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Weaving Justice with the 36 Maya Achi Women: 
Fall Speaking Tour with Gloria Reyes

From October 26-30th, 2019, lawyer Glo-
ria Reyes of the Rabinal Legal Clinic spoke 
throughout the Maritimes on the case of 
the 36 women from Rabinal seeking jus-
tice for sexual violence committed during 
Guatemala’s Internal Armed Conflict. As a 
member of legal team for the case, Gloria 
shared with us where the legal case is and 
about the ongoing struggle against impu-
nity in Guatemala. The speaking tour with 
Gloria included visits to Tatamagouche, 
Moncton, Fredericton, Charlottetown, 
Antigonish and Halifax. 

The 36 women in the case are from all 
over Rabinal, Baja Verapaz. As Gloria 
explained, Rabinal was one of the hardest 
hit regions by the conflict because of its 
location, seen as a transit area for the gue-
rilla. Indigenous people in the area were 

treated by the state as sympathizers to the guerilla and thus heavily targeted. Gloria noted, however, that 
most of the people killed were non-combatants, including women, children and the elderly. In total, there 
were 20 massacres in Rabinal in the early 1980s. 

The state used sexual violence as a tactic of genocide against the Maya Achi population. Women were 
specifically targeted, given their important role in society in terms of reproduction and the preservation 
of culture.

The legal cases emerged in 2011. Gloria spoke about the impetus behind the case: “We want what hap-
pened to be investigated and for there not to be impunity. We don’t want it to ever be repeated… The 
women don’t want what happened to them to happen to their daughters.” She added: “Some of the women 
have shared that they don’t want to die without seeing justice in their case.”

So far, this case has seen 7 former members of military-controlled militias called “civil defense patrols,” 
face charges for crimes against humanity, including sexual violence, torture, and illegal detention. One of 
the men died of natural causes while in custody, leaving 6 men to face charges. 

Gloria spoke about some of the set-backs that they’ve faced in the case. In June, for instance, Judge Clau-
dette Dominguez made the decision not to send the 6 men to trial. A recusal motion calling for Judge 
Dominguez to be removed from the case was put forward and granted on September 9th. That ruling cited 
her prejudicial questioning of victims and evidence of bias on account of her sister’s position in the mili-
tary. At the time of the speaking tour, the legal team was still waiting to hear whether Judge Dominguez’ 
ruling on the case would be upheld.

We heard about the challenges women have faced in bringing their stories forward, including threats and 

Photo: Gloria Reyes speaking in Charlotteotwn
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intimidation. So, on each leg of the speaking tour, we shared a message of solidarity with them. Inspired by 
the #MujeresAchiHilandoJusticia hashtag that the legal team is using for the case, our banner read: “We are 
weaving justice with Achi women.

Gloria also spoke of the ongoing attempts to reform the National Reconciliation Law, in order to provide 
amnesty for crimes committed during Guatemala’s internal armed conflict. On February 13, two women 
involved in the case of the 36 women, Paulina Alvarado y Pedrina Ixpata, presented an injunction to the 
proposed amendments to the law.

Ultimately, Bill 5377 failed to pass due to a lack of quorum, the result of local and international pressure. 
While the country’s Constitutional Court, as well as the Inter-American Court ordered Guatemala to cease 
debate on the bill permanently, Congressman Fernando Linares Beltranena unsuccessfully attempted to 
schedule a third reading of the bill in August. 

During the speaking tour, we also heard about the struggle for justice for missing and murdered Indig-
enous women in Canada, as well as the complicity of the state in these cases. In Halifax, lawyer Natalie Clif-
ford spoke about her work with the National Inquiry on Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women & Girls.

Natalie shared: “During the inquiry, we heard about a history of RCMP and local police forces repeatedly 
abusing, neglecting and mocking Indigenous women in their care. We learned about the widely held views 
of this being acceptable and that its not going away any time soon. We heard about the poisonous culture 
that develops around mancamps in furtherance of resource development and the direct harm they pose to 
Indigenous women. And, as Mi’kmaq and Maliseet in our region, we remember our ancestors were given 
smallpox infested clothing and blankets by settlers. We remember rewards for our scalps…”

As Gloria says, “The colonial system isn’t just in Guatemala. It’s everywhere. It’s here. It’s in the US. It’s 
wherever it’s allowed to persist. So we have to organize and struggle so that doesn’t happen. The role of 
the lawyer is important in that. We also need to organize ourselves in our communities, so that we are ad-
equately represented in political spaces. We need to be resistant, perseverant and hopeful.”

At the end of the speaking tour, Gloria shared: “It’s important to know that people here are interested in 
knowing about the Guatemalan context and the case of the 36 women specifically. The fact that people 
came to the events is an important step. Having people listen, it strengthens me. Also, the solidarity to-
wards the women is also really important.”

Thanks to Inter Pares, KAIROS, and the Nancy Chair in Women’s Studies for helping to make this speaking 
tour a reality!
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Committee Updates

BTS Antigonish Committee 
THROUGHOUT 2019: 
• Janette worked with two sets of Service Learning students, in the winter and the fall.  These students 

helped organize and promote speaker talks, as well as sold BTS coffee and crafts on campus and at the 
farmers’ market.  NEWS BREAK: Over the past 5 years, our committee worked with St FX students to 
advocate for the sale of BTS coffee at university cafes, with no success. In fall 2019, we learned that a 
central campus cafe is now selling BTS coffee. This change in offerings came from the efforts of staff at 
JustUs! and Sodexo’s new marketing manager who is a recent StFX grad who had connected with the 
BTS student society.  We’re looking for a way to acknowledge this decision.

• We experimented with a rotating Advocacy Representative.  Amberlee Boulton and Sarah Armstrong 
each took responsibility for sharing news items and urgent actions from Guatemala with local 
committee members.

• We raised funds through coffee sales at various events, and participation in the Bluenose Marathon by 
BTS Antigonish members Sue and Janette.

EVENTS: 

On International Women’s Day 
(IWD) we collaborated with the 
Antigonish Women’s Resource 
Centre to host Mayra Jimenez. She 
spoke to 80 women at the IWD 
Women’s Breakfast.  Many were 
moved by Mayra’s heartfelt call 
for justice for the 56 girls affected 
by the Hogar Seguro fire.  A small 
group gathered after breakfast 
to mark the time when the fire 
started the year before. Then at 
noon, approximately 100 people 
braved the cold weather to hear 
Mayra speak about the case 
and the quest for justice for the 
girls, and then began our annual 
International Women’s Day 
march.  Mayra and Andrea Currie 
led a discussion about justice for women, and the failure of the State to protect the young women killed 
and injured in the Hogar Seguro fire and murdered and missing Indigenous women in Canada.  It was a 
difficult but powerful discussion.  

In June, Janette and Sarah, along with representatives of other social justice organizations in Antigonish, 
met with our Liberal MP Sean Fraser to discuss progress on staffing the corporate responsibility 
ombudsperson position. We think we have exhausted this approach to moving ahead on this issue.

Photo: IWD march in Antigonish with portraits of the 56 girls
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It was a busy fall.  In September, we hosted the 
opening show for Antigonight, our Art After 
Dark festival.  Our “Solid Gold Hits” coffee 
house was MC’d by musician and community 
organizer, George Woodhouse. He skillfully 
highlighted the parallels between unjust 
resource extraction in Mi’kma’ki and Guatemala. 
Wyanne spoke on behalf of BTS, while Barbara 
Low and Scott Beaver talked about Alton Gas 
and the proposed gold mine adjacent to the St 
Mary’s River. We passed the hat for the Stop 
Alton Gas legal fund. 

In October we served BTS coffee, snacks and 
crafts during the Antigonish International 
Film Festival (AIFF), raising almost $1,000. 
The opening night film for the festival was 
“Nîpawistamâsowin” (the story of Colten 
Boushie’s death) was being shown in the new 
Barrick Auditorium in the Mulroney Centre for 
Governance. Committee members negotiated 
with the faculty-student group sponsoring 
the film, created and distributed a pamphlet 
presenting the human rights abuse charges 
against Barrick, and spoke after the panelists 
about the parallels between Boushie’s case and 
the abuse of Indigenous people in Central and 
South America by Canadian mining companies. 

We also hosted Gloria Reyes from Rabinal. Her inspiring 
talk was attended by StFX students, international 
participants in the Coady Indigenous Women in 
Community Leadership programme, as well as people from 
the Antigonish community. 

Photo: Gloria is pictured with Service Learning student Alea 
Power

Photo: Group photo at “Solid Gold Hits” coffee house 
event

Photo: BTS Antigonish members and representatives 
from other soical justice groups meet with MP Sean 
Fraser
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BTS Fredericton Committee
Mayra Jimenez shares struggle for justice for Guatemalan girls killed in a fire in a state-runned 
home to an audience in Fredericton

Mayra Jimenez from the Ocho Tijax 
Collective rushed from the airport to 
speak to a packed University Women’s 
Centre at the University of New 
Brunswick in Fredericton on February 
28, 2019. A human rights class at St. 
Thomas University came down the 
hill for the noon hour talk. Mayra gave 
an emotional talk about the 41 girls 
who were killed in a fire at the state-
run centre for children and youth 
Hogar Seguro Virgen de la Asunción in 
Guatemala on March 8, 2017. She spoke 
about the 15 survivors who were left 
severely injured and their struggle for 
justice for this state crime.

After hearing Mayra speak, members of 
the St. Thomas University International 
Students’ Association committed to 
fundraising for the girls who survived 
the fire and in September 2020 they sent a $500 donation to Ocho Tijax. Read a story about the donation 
from STUISA to Ocho Tijax in the student newspaper, The Aquinian, here: https://bit.ly/33VJwkZ

#NosDuelen56 Art Exhibition in Fredericton

About two weeks later, BTS and many 
community partners and students 
organized the Fredericton exhibition 
of the #NosDuelen56 Art Exhibition 
at Renaissance College. An opening 
reception was held on March 15, 2019. 
The event included opening remarks 
by Renaissance College student Rachel 
Bensler, poetry by Melissa Beaulieu, 
a Mi’kmaq poet, and remarks by Gail 
Paul with the Indigenous Women’s 
Association of the Maliseet and 
Mi’kmaq Territory. The exhibition was 
up at Renaissance College from March 
15-March 21, 2019. The students 
also made buttons with the artistic 
depictions of the faces of the girls killed 
in the fire. The Aquinian did a story 

Photo: Mayra Jimenez speaks at the UNB University Women’s 
Centre

Photo: Mayra Jimenez with members of the BTS Fredericton 
Committee
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about the exhibition that can be 
read here: https://bit.ly/2DFE9fj

The events in Fredericton were 
supported by the St. Thomas 
University International Students’ 
Association, the UNB International 
Development Studies Students’ 
Association, Renaissance College 
students, University Women’s 
Centre, Canada Research Chair in 
Global and International Studies 
at St. Thomas University, the 
St. Thomas University Human 
Rights Society, No One Is Illegal 
Fredericton, the Atlantic Council 
for International Cooperation and 
Registro Creativo.

Gloria Reyes speaks about the case of the 36 Maya Achi women on visit to Fredericton

On Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019, 
twenty-one people gathered 
at Renaissance College in 
Fredericton for a talk by 
Gloria Reyes from the Rabinal 
Legal Clinic. The talk was 
part of Gloria’s BTS speaking 
tour through the Maritimes. 
Gloria, with BTS Maritimes 
Coordinator Stacey Gomez 
translating, talked about the 
case of the 36 women from 
Rabinal  who were victims 
of sexual violence during the 
36 year long internal armed 
conflict in Guatemala. She 
recounted the history of the 
case which started in 1993 
and is ongoing, despite many 
setbacks. 

We had a good Q &A and ended the evening by posing for a group photo with the “Weaving Justice for 
Achi Women” banner (see photo above). 

Photo: Tracy Glynn and Rachel Bensler, who helped organize the Nos 
Duelen 56 art exhibit at St. Thomas University (Credit: Jerry-Faye 
Flatt/AQ)
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BTS Halifax Committee
As 2019 has come to a close, the BTS Halifax Committee has wrapped up another exciting and impactful 
year. Throughout the past twelve months, our local committee have found themselves cruising a local eco-
justice fair, hosting Guatemalan lawyer Gloria Reyes, and slinging perfectly-brewed coffee at the Halifax 
Forum Farmer’s Market every Saturday. Read on to find out more about the exciting things we’ve been up 
to!

We started the year off hosting the Nos Duelen 56 art exhibit at Glitter Bean Cafe. We also hosted Mayra 
Jimenez from the group Ocho Tijax. 

In September, we participated in the Eco-
Justice fair, which brought together envi-
ronmental, religious, and community-based 
organizations fighting for environmental 
justice. Hosted in the Hydrostone neigh-
bourhood, this was a wonderful outreach 
opportunity for our local committee, which 
allowed community members to learn more 
about BTS and purchase fair-trade Guate-
malan crafts.  

On October 30th, 2019, we were very excit-
ed to host Gloria Reyes, a Maya Achi lawyer 
at the Rabinal Legal Clinic, during her last 
stop of a whirl-wind speaking tour of the 
Maritimes. Hosted in the Schulich School of 
Law at Dalhousie University (a fitting loca-
tion) the event was attended by local com-
mittee members, long-time BTS supporters, 
eager law, social work and pubic adminis-

tration students, and a number of 
Haligonians at large interested in 
learning more about the struggle 
for justice in Guatemala. After a 
thoughtful and poignant introduc-
tion by local indigenous lawyer 
Natalie Clifford, who drew paral-
lels between issues faced in Guate-
mala and in Canada, Gloria shared 
her personal story and a synopsis 
of her work – which focuses on 
land rights and justice for victims 
of gender-based violence. Then, a 
full hour of questions shone light Photo: Gloria Reyes speaks at event in Halifax

Photo: BTS members Kathryn Anderson, Indigo Christ, BTS 
Maritimes Coordinator Stacey Gomez and Billie Lewis at the 
Eco-Justice fair in Halifax 
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on many important subjects, from the shortcomings of Guatemala’s legal system, to indigenizing the law, 
to resilience and feminism. Attendees certainly left Gloria’s talk feeling energized in the fight for justice 
and more rooted in the ways we can stand in solidarity from Halifax. 

The coffee project at the 
Halifax Forum Farmer’s 
Market continued through-
out 2019 with 16 dedicated 
volunteers taking shifts to 
brew and serve coffee every 
Saturday morning.  Susanne 
had a wonderful opportunity 
to travel to Guatemala in 
January to attend meetings 
with JustUs! and CCDA and to 
learn more about Guatema-
lan coffee  She attended her 
first “coffee cupping” with 
Lisa Rankin.  

JustUs! continues to support 
our project by supplying 
cups and lids and delivering 
our orders weekly. We held 
our second anniversary on 

November 16, 2019 and again gave away free coffee to everyone!  We now sell bags of coffee to 4 offices 
and 3 churches (for their coffee hour) which adds to the fundraising effort.  In 2019, the project raised 
$10,000!!  Thanks to the following amazing volunteers who donated countless hours in 2019: Linda, 
Yvette, Carole, Mary, Doug, Beth, Indigo, Nancy, Steph, Sarah, Lisa, Corrie, Heather, Wilf, Kathryn and Coor-
dinator, Susanne.  

Finally, we are excited to announce that the first Nova Scotian participant of Breaking the Silence’s new 
Cooperant program will be Indigo Christ, a member of the Halifax Local Committee. With the Cooperant 
Committee’s guidance and support, Indigo was selected as a recipient of the Atlantic Council for Interna-
tional Cooperation’s International Volunteer Day Travel Grant. 

Photo: Mary Rigby, Yvette Michaud and Suzanne Litke volunteering at the 
coffee project at the Halifax Forum Farmers Market  
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BTS North Shore Committee
In March 2019, the BTS North Shore Committee hosted Mayra Jimenez from Ocho Tijax, the collective 
that is accompanying families impacted by the Hogar Seguro tragedy, as well as demanding justice for this 
state crime. We hosted Mayra on a Saturday afternoon and had about 30 people. We all participated in the 
creative and powerful post-card action which we greatly appreciated. We had excellent coverage in the 
Tatamagouche Light, our community newspaper. We have developed a strong relationship with the Editor, 
who provides excellent coverage for all our events. 

We also hosted Gloria Reyes, the lawyer in the Maya-Achi sexual violence case, in October, with a packed 
house. Special thanks to Jackie McVicar who provided translation and the historical context for that event. 
We are fortunate that she and her family live in Tatamagouche part of the year. The visit by Gloria will 
enable us to respond to any needed actions in 2020, as we hope the case moves forward.

We continue to support the 
development of a long term 
relationship between the New Hope 
Foundation and the Tatamagouche 
school and community, with 
leadership from Anne and Paul 
Martin, along with Kathryn 
Anderson and Wilf Bean. This 
relationship began in June 2018 
with the visit from New Hope 
Foundation Director Sandra Lopez 
and two students. In August 
2018, 16 teens and adults from 
Tatamagouche visited the New 

Photo: Group photo with Gloria Reyes in Tatamagouche
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Hope High School, including 
BTS members Hannah 
Martin and Terri Lynne Reid, 
with fantastic translation 
and support offered by 
former BTS Interns Nelly 
Marcoux and John MacPhail. 

In 2019 we hosted New 
Hope High School teacher 
Oswaldo Lopez and two 
students. They shared 
the vision of the New 
Hope School and their 
Maya Achi culture with 
the Tatamagouche school 
and community, as well as 
offering leadership at the 
BTS AGM. A highlight of 
their visit was spending an 
evening and a day with the 
Eskasoni First Nation primary and high schools who have a similar vision to the New Hope School.

The North Shore Committee has worked for many years on the campaign to establish an Extractive 
Resources Ombudsperson. We were pleased in January of 2019 to finally see the establishment of this 
position, and then dismayed when the Ombudsperson was given no investigative powers. We continued to 
pressure our former MP, Bill Casey, and plan to meet with our new MP, Lenore Zann, in the near future.

BTS North Shore member, Lydia Jenkinson, participated in the November 2019 Delegation, and shared 
with us at our December 10th Human Rights Day her powerful experience.

We appreciate our connection with both Lisa Rankin and Stacey Gomez. We had an excellent update by 
Skype with Lisa in November, bringing us up to date on the current Guatemalan context.

We continue to fundraise for the BTS Staffing Fund, through selling Guatemalan crafts at the Farmers’ 
Market in Tatamagouche, as well as hosting a highly successful event with Garnet Rogers and Dave 
Gunning. 

Photo: Oswaldo Lopez, Hilda Sical Toj and Juan Carlos Santos Cortezo from 
the New Hope School speak during the BTS Annual Gathering
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BTS PEI Committee
Early in the year,  active members of BTS-PEI were feeling ‘up to the brim’ with current commitments so 
the decision was made to limit our participation in several activities being proposed by BTS Network. 
This was done with the understanding that we would resume more active participation later in the year. 
At this time, we also discontinued the selling of BTS Coffee as the product was available via Sobeys’ stores 
and sales at the Voluntary Resource Centre  were producing very little profit for our local BTS chapter. 
 
In late April, following the Provincial election, BTS-PEI prepared to organize a local fundraising 10 
kilometre walk in association with the Bluenose Marathon event. Several people participated in the walk 
on June 9th along the Canada Trail. Almost $1000 was raised for the BTS Network. 
 
In October, we welcomed Gloria 
Reyes as part of her BTS Speaking 
Tour. The event took place at the 
UPEI Faculty Lounge and  was co-
hosted by the UPEI Global Affairs 
2019 Cohort Masters Program. 
Approximately 20 people attended 
with a few new faces. The 
Guardian Newspaper provided 
good coverage of the event. 
 
BTS-PEI is also represented on 
Trade Justice PEI. As part of these 
activities we hosted Clayton 
Thomas Muller from 350.Org  
for a public educational event 

focused on climate justice, indigenous rights and 
trade. The event was well received with over 100 in 
attendance. 
 
We continue to monitor the development of 
the office for the Canadian Ombudsperson for 
Responsible Enterprise (CORE). Several members 
made representation to their local MPS on the need 
for real powers to be associated with this office. We 
look forward to Stacey’s visit in January, 2020  to 
update us further. 
 
We are grateful to Stacey and Lisa for their 
ongoing updates and feedback. Their visits with 
us in person or via Skype always add incentive to 
our ongoing commitment to the work of the BTS 
Network. 
 

Photo: Group photo with Gloria Reyes in Charlottetown

Photo: BTS PEI committee members participating in 
the Bluenose Marathon locally
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Partner Updates

Highland Committee of Small 
Farmers (CCDA)

In 2019, the CCDA continued to support communities 
in the struggle for access to land and protection of 
territory in 20 departments throughout Guatemala. 
The year 2019 was also marked by the elections in 
June, where there was high participation from the 
CCDA for local and national positions, however they 
were not successful. 

There continues to be deep concern for communities 
affected by land conflict in the Alta Verapaz region. 
The area is one of the most impacted in Guatemala, 

with threats from large landowners, hydroelectric dams and monoculture. The CCDA has an office located 
in Coban to respond specifically to these threats. Two members of the CCDA are currently in jail in Coban, 
there are 703 arrest warrants for CCDA members, with a constant threat of community evictions. The 
CCDA continues to support the families of the members who were assassinated in 2018.

The CCDA has also been working to reform the Agrarian Law in Guatemala with hope to diminish 
criminalization in the region. These reforms look to create a separate institution to resolve issues of land 
conflict that do not involve the criminal courts. The current laws and courts have historically sided with 
agro-industry. 

There have been continued attempts by large business owners around Lake Atitlan to push forward the 
“mega-collector”, which under 
the guise of cleaning Lake Atitlan 
looks to harness the water from 
the lake to irrigate fields in the 
region to the south coast of 
Guatemala. The CCDA continues to 
raise awareness of this proposed 
process, and they are supporting 
a campaign against the mega-
collector. 

As many members of BTS know, 
the CCDA lost their organic coffee 
certification two years ago. 
However, after a lengthy process, 
it looks like the certification will 
be restored in 2020. Thanks to 
folks for their hard work and 

Photo: Members of the BTS 2019 Delegation meet with the CCDA sup-
ported community Nuevo Paraiso
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Mesoamerican Institute for Permaculture (IMAP)
IMAP currently has four areas of work:
(1) Education - how to implement permacul-
ture, sustainability and biodiversity, and how 
to share that information with groups. 
(2) Biodiversity - Contribution to the conser-
vation and improvement of native plants and 
the rescue of native seeds through teaching 
and then practice. They have 25 varieties of 
native seeds. IMAP continues to work against 
the Law for Genetically Modified Seeds
(3) Food sovereignty - IMAP supports the 
establishment of agroecological systems. They 
have producers who are also distributing a 
“super atol”, and IMAP is creating opportuni-

ties for people to be able to plant and process their own food. 
(4) Institutional communication - making alliances with other institutions

It has been difficult to implement consumption changes where the principal objective is to plant for your 
own consumption and just sell the excess. IMAP currently has 11 producers, including women, around 
Lake Atitlan. They also have a bursary program for institutions which prioritizes young women, and a 
new volunteer program and internship program. IMAP continues to look for funds to support local farm-
ers. 

In 2019, IMAP has been working without external funding, and has focused on consultancies and pro-
moting scholarships to study permaculture. They are connecting with other organizations like the CCDA, 
working with communities, and participating in more workshops. IMAP is also working with a group of 
women around finances, finding a mutual benefit in these alliances. They have also signed commitments 
with universities in the United States with a focus on the environment and agriculture.

Rabinal Legal Clinic (the Bufete)
The year 2019 was another challenging 
one in the struggle for justice for crimes 
committed during the Internal Armed Con-
flict in Guatemala. 

The Bufete has been working hard to con-
tinue the case of the 36 Maya Achí Women 
Survivors of Sexual Violence against six 
former civil patrollers. The case was dis-
missed by Judge Claudette Domingez in 
June 2019, claiming a lack of evidence and 
the six accused were released from cus-
tody. This prompted concern for the safety 
of the women bringing forward the ac-
cusations, especially as many had received 

Photo: Plaintiffs bringing forward the Maya Achi sexual 
violence case
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threats during the preliminary hearings by family members of the accused. In her decision, Judge Domin-
guez completely devalued the testimony of the women survivors against their attackers. The decision was 
appealed by the plaintiffs, and they presented a recusal for Judge Dominguez, claiming she was not impar-
tial and had links to the military, as her sister is an active-duty military physician. The recusal was granted 
in September 2019. However, there has still been no decision by the appellate court on the decision to 
dismiss the case. 

For survivors of the massacre of Chichupac, material damages are starting to be paid by the Guatemalan 
government, who was ordered to pay reparations by the Interamerican Court for Human Rights. There 
have been three payments for material damages, displacement and torture. And by the end of 2019, an-
other group will be paid. Community members are now able to access land and medicines. 

There are two more cases moving forward similar to the Chichupac case - the case of Various Communi-
ties and the case of Rancho Bejuco. However the Interamerican Commission for Human Rights has been 
slow to move on these cases. 

The Bufete continues to support women from rural areas and with scarce financial resources in the Achi 
Women’s Office. 

New Hope Foundation (FNE)
In 2019, the FNE focused on en-
couraging the participation of girls, 
and the continuation of their stud-
ies. They worked with 15 schools in 
rural areas, holding gatherings with 
girls in Grade 6. There has been a 
decrease in the participation of girls 
in school and this is very concerning. 
The FNE also continues to work with 
parents to analyze the current politi-
cal context.

The NHF provided texts in Achí, with 
the hope of strengthening Indig-
enous languages and bilingualism. 
The NHF also worked with students 
on an exercise called “The Untold 
Story” which is a blanket exercise, 
adapted from KAIROS, showing the Achí territory, the disarticulation of the Achí people and the current 
situation. The objective to strengthen cultural identity and defense of territory. The NHF has been sharing 
this activity with other groups as well. 

There was also a lot of concern over the lack of rain in the rainy season this year, and worry over the 
losses of students’ projects, the same as last year. The lack of rain will also contribute to bad harvests for 
families. 

 

Photo: FNE students painting guacales
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Communities in resistance to mining

Resistance to the Escobal Mine with the Xinka Parliament and 
CODIDENA
The year 2019 was another challenging one 
for the communities in resistance to the 
Escobal mine owned by Canadian company 
Pan American Silver, which purchased the 
project in early 2019. Pan American Silver 
purchased the project from Tahoe Resources, 
while the project has been suspended since 
June 2017 due to direct community action 
and a decision by Guatemala’s Constitutional 
Court that the Guatemalan government 
needs to consult with the Indigenous Xinka 
people. Throughout 2019, the encampments 
in Casillas and Mataquescuintla continued to 
stop any mine related traffic to the project.

In the framework of the purchase of the 
project, Pan American Resources accepted 
responsibility for the April 2013 shooting 
of peaceful protestors in front of the 
Escobal mine by mine security. Four of the 
survivors of the attack brought a civil case 
against Tahoe Resources for their injuries 
incurred in the shooting. While accepting 
responsibility, Pan American Resources 
also apologized to the community for the 
impacts of the events. The head of security 
at the time, Alberto Rotondo, is still in 
custody in Peru awaiting extradition to 
Guatemala. He escaped while under house 
arrest, after videos and tapped phone 
conversations showed his involvement in 
the shooting.

There has been no advancement in the 
consultation process with the Indigenous 
Xinka people. The Guatemalan government who has the responsibility of facilitating the process has 
proven time and time again a lack of interest in including the Xinka people in the process, culminating 
in the government’s refusal to allow the participation of the full number of community representatives 
called for under Xinka cultural norms. The process is currently stagnant. 

The Xinka Parliament continues to represent communities in defense of Xinka territory. This year 
there were evictions in the Xinka territory of Jalapa, where communities are in dispute with the local 
municipality over ownership of communal Xinka land. In the Indigenous Community of Jutiapa, 16 

Photo: Members of the BTS 2019 delegation meet with the 
encampment in Colis resisting the Escobal mine (November 
16, 2019)

Photo: Plaintiffs Adolfo García, Luis Fernando García, Wilmer 
Pérez and Misael Martínez in the case against Tahoe Resources, 
now Pan American Resources

https://bit.ly/36u6hvJ
https://bit.ly/36u6hvJ
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community members were arrested and eleven were held for three weeks after trying to regain the 
elected Xinka authorities’ headquarters after their violent eviction by a parallel group claiming power. 
All 16 were released due to a lack of evidence.

The Diocesan Committee in Defense of Life (CODIDENA) continues to work with communities in defense 
of nature, supporting the resistance and encampments and encouraging better environmental practises 
in communities. In early 2019, CODIDENA collaborated with San Carlos University to release a study 
showing the very clear social and economic impacts of the Escobal Mine to the departments of Santa 
Rosa and Jalapa.

Resistance to the Fenix Nickel Mine in El Estor, Izabal
The struggle in resistance to the Fenix Nickel Mine located in El Estor, Izabal was impacted by a decision 
by the Guatemalan Constitutional Court to suspend operations until a consultation is held with the 
Indigenous Maya Q’eqchi’ people affected by the project. The decision came after a group of local fish 
harvesters expressed concern over the contamination of Lake Izabal by the nickel mine which is located 
directly on the shoreline. The fish harvesters have been attacked and criminalized for their opposition to 
the project. Despite the decision to suspend the project, now owned by Swiss-based Soloway Group, the 
mine continues in operation. 

The case against Hudbay Minerals in 
Ontario courts continues. In November 
2019, Hudbay’s lawyers tried to block an 
amendment to the case arguing that the 11 
women who were gang-raped during an 
eviction in 2007 were not credible and that 
the company could not be held responsible 
for the actions of the police and military 
who participated in the eviction alongside 
company personnel.  Evidence shows the 
company made payments to the police and 
army to carry out the evictions. However, 
in January 2020, the amendment was 
accepted by the Supreme Court of Canada. 
The amendment shows even deeper 
involvement of the company (at that time 
Skye Resources which was later purchased 
by Hudbay) in the violent evictions. 

The case in Guatemala against Mynor 
Padilla for the murder of Adolfo Ich Chaman and attack and injury to German Chub remains stagnant. 
However, the plaintiffs continue their commitment in the struggle for justice. 

Photo: Lisa Rankin with plaintiffs in the case against Hud-
bay minerals. 
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BTS Cooperant Program

After several years of rest, the BTS Cooperant Program saw a comeback in 2019.  Returning for a two 
year pilot period, the program aims to bring 6-8 cooperants from across the Maritime region to Guate-
mala for short and long-term human rights & community development placements.  Facilitating this en-
deavour was made possible through network support with the establishment of a Cooperant Committee 
as well as BTS Staff, including the hiring of Este Chep as Lead Cooperant who was tasked with relaunch-
ing and overseeing the program.

An intensive week-long training was 
delivered at Tatamagouche Centre in May 
by a strong leadership team composed 
of past BTS accompaniers, committee 
members and staff.  The training brought 
together applicants from New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia, Quebec and Ontario.  Fol-
lowing the training, several applicants 
were recommended for placements 
in Guatemala in the fall and winter of 
2020.  Meanwhile,  the Lead Coordinator 
travelled back to Guatemala to continue 
working with the BTS Guatemala Coordi-
nator and partner organizations in order 
to prepare for the on-the ground phase of 
the program.

Through the cooperant program in 2019, BTS has worked to strengthen its relationships with partners 
and learn more about their needs for solidarity support. Various meetings with partner organization 
headquartered in Rabinal and San Lucas Toliman, as well as member meetings in Guatemala City were 
held to consult with partners and establish parameters for cooperation and mutual support for the pro-
gram.  The efforts to bring back the cooperant program continued to be met with excitement by partners, 
stressing the powerful contributions that this program had made to them during the many years it was 
carried out.

In October of 2019, the first soon-to-be cooperant of this pilot cohort Laura Robinson travelled to Gua-
temala to improve their Spanish speaking language skills and be ready to begin a placement in January 
of 2020.  As the year closed, the BTS Lead Cooperant continued to respond to the needs of partners and 
set the terrain for cooperant arrivals in 2020.  The stride forward for the cooperant program is based not 
only on the need to continue building strong relationships with partners in Guatemala, but also on the 
need to sustain solidarity and community organizing skills in the Maritimes and in Canada.  

We recognize through our long history of work that cooperants have been a pivotal lifeblood to our 
network, and have made a huge impact over the years through their determination, commitment and 
fresh passion for justice.  We are eager to look ahead, trusting that each step we take to support cooper-
ants and partners through this program, is a step well taken for the story of solidarity we are collectively 
creating. 

Photo: Group photo at the May Cooperant Programming 
training
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Partner Meetings

In 2019, BTS facilitated two meet-
ings with our partners to reflect 
on our work and look at ways we 
can continue to collaborate as a 
network. Over the two meetings 
we had participation from the 
Highland Small Farmers Commit-
tee (CCDA), the Mesoamerican In-
stitute for Permaculture (IMAP), 
the Rabinal Legal Clinic, the New 
Hope Foundation and the Di-
oscean Committee in Defense of 
Life (CODIDENA). 

During the meetings we shared 
updates on the work of our orga-
nizations, some upcoming chal-
lenges and future possible events, 
and areas of overlap in our work. 
Some serious concerns from the 
meetings were the attempts to 
reform the Amnesty Law which 
would affect the Achi Sexual 
Violence case, the incoming 
Guatemalan government, the Monstanto Law (controlling native and heirloom seeds) and the Non-Gov-
ernmental Organization (NGO) law which looks to control Guatemalan organizations by limiting “political 
activity”. 

At the end of the November meeting, the group shared some of our hopes for 2020:
• For the New Hope Foundation to continue to better the lives of youth;
• Learn, Support and Contribute;
• Have enough funds to continue our work with communities;
• Having the will to continue the struggle, and supporting in the formation of new leaders;
• Combining discipline and organization to give greater support
• Freedom for criminalized community members;
• Corporate accountability for Canadian mining 

Our partners meetings are a wonderful opportunity to deepen our relationship as the BTS Network and 
find ways to join together in our common struggle. La lucha sigue!

Photo: Partner meeting in Guatemala City, November 2019
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Coalitions

BTS is a member of a number of coalitions, including the Americas Policy Group, the Canadian Network on 
Corporate Accountability (CNCA) and the Coalition Against Unjust Mining in Guatemala (CAMIGUA)! Check 
out what we’ve been up to together this past year! 

Americas Policy Group

BTS participates in the Ameri-
cas Policy Group (APG), as a 
member of the Atlantic Regional 
Solidarity Network (ARSN). The 
APG, a working group of the Ca-
nadian Council for International 
Co-operation, brings together 
approximately 29 international 
development and humanitar-
ian NGOs, human rights groups, 
labour unions, research insti-
tutions, church and solidarity 
groups focused on development 
and social justice issues in the 
Americas. 

The APG connects us with like-
minded organizations across 
Canada who work in Guatemala 
and other parts of the Americas. Through the APG, we regularly share information and analyses with each 
other, and are able to make connections relating to issues happening throughout the Americas. 

The APG also supports initiatives by member organizations. For instance, the APG and several APG mem-
bers signed on to a BTS letter of concern sent to the Canadian Embassy in January 2019 regarding the 
escalating constitutional crisis in Guatemala 

BTS Maritimes Coordinator Stacey Gomez serves as co-convener of the APG-Mesoamerica subgroup. The 
group met twice last year to discuss issues pertaining to the subregion and to coordinate our collective ac-
tions.  

You can find out more about the APG’s work in their Annual Report: http://bit.ly/39w2Qp6

Canadian Network on Corporate Accountability 
The Canadian Network on Corporate Accountability (CNCA) brings together 37 organisations from across 
Canada that advocate for Canadian policy and law reform to ensure Canadian corporations respect human 
rights and the environment throughout their global operations and supply chains. 

Photo: Group photo during the APG Annual Meeting in 2019
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In 2019, the continued to push for an independent 
Ombudsperson’s office with investigatory powers in 
response to backtracking by the Trudeau government. 

Though the government committed to creating the 
Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible Enterprise 
(CORE) in January 2018, the position remained vacant 
for over one year. In April 2019, Sherri Meyerhoffer was 
named to the role. 

In response, BTS Maritimes Coordinator Stacey Gomez 
published an op-ed entitled “Still waiting for an effec-
tive mining Ombudsperson” in the Chronicle Herald and 
spoke on CBC Information Morning on the need for the 
Trudeau government to fulfill its promise. 

A petition signed by over 6,000 Canadians and endorsed 
by 36 civil society organizations was presented to Min-
ister Carr in June, calling on him to make good on the 
commitment for an independent Ombudsperson’s office 
with investigatory powers. BTS signed on to the peti-
tion, as did BTS members. 

In July, all fourteen civil society and labour union rep-
resentatives of the government’s Multi-Stakeholder Advisory Body on Responsible Business Conduct 
Abroad (Advisory Body) tendered their resignations, including the CNCA and its members. 

In September, the elections were called and parliament was dissolved. The CNCA’s hope of having the 
CORE transformed into an independent office with the investigatory powers it needs before the 2020 
elections did not come to fruition. We picked this work up after the elections in the political context of a 
minority Liberal government.

Coalition Against Unjust Mining in Guatemala (CAMIGUA)
CAMIGUA had a bit of a slow year in 2019, however folks continue to collaborate and support communi-
ties in resistance to metallic mining in Guatemala. Currently there are four metallic mining operations in 
the country: 
• the Fenix Nickle Mine in El Estor, Izabal suspended under decision by the Constitutional Court but 

community says remains in operation; 
• the Escobal Mine in San Rafael las Flores, Santa Rosa suspended by Constitutional Court decision; 
• El Tambor Mine in San Pedro Ayampuc, Guatemala suspended by a decision by the Constitutional 

Court;
• the Cerro Blanco Mine in Asuncion Mita, Jutiapa suspended due to high temperatures in thermal water 

inside tunnels
However, the international companies which own the projects have shown time and again their willing-
ness to push forward despite these suspensions. The continued advocacy and pressure on the home gov-
ernments, embassies and Guatemalan government is crucial for the protection of human rights in affected 
communities. 

Photo: CNCA members symbolically turn in the 
petition to Minister Carr at the human rights 
monument in Ottawa on June 4, 2019
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The 2019 Delegation to Guatemala, led by BTS 
Guatemala Coordinator Lisa Rankin and BTS Lead 
Cooperant Este Chep, took place November 9-21, 
2019. The theme of the delegation was “Land rights 
are human rights.” This year’s participants included 
Scott Smith, Somadina Muojeke, Vicky King, Andrea 
Currie, Keely Carter, Ahmed Nassrat, Rose Sylliboy, 
Lydia Jenkinson and Laura Robinson. 
 
The BTS delegation included visits to BTS partners 
like the Rabinal Legal Clinic, the New Hope Foun-
dation, the Highlands Committee of Small Farm-
ers (CCDA), Diocesan Committee in Defense of 
Nature (CODIDENA), the Xinka Parliament and the 
encampment in Colis, Jalapa, part of the peaceful 
resistance to the Escobal mine owned by Canadian 
company Pan American Silver

The group also helped the AJODER (the Association 
for Development and Social Recovery) touch up a 
mural with one of Topacio’s designs (see photo to 
the right). Topacio lost her life at 16 years of age as 
the result of her vocal opposition against Escobal 
mine in her community of Mataquescuintla, Jalapa.  

In addition, the group visited Choctun Basila (see 
photo below) and Nuevo Paraiso, two communities 
supported by the CCDA in their struggle for access 
to land. 

Learn more about the delegation by reading 
blog posts from participants here: 
https://bit.ly/2019BTSDelegation-BlogPosts

2019 BTS Delegation

Photo: Participants learn how to make tortillas with 
Isabel Osorio Tecu in Rabinal



ABOUT US
Breaking the Silence (BTS) is a voluntary network of people in the Maritimes who began to organize 
in 1988 to support the efforts of Guatemalans struggling for political, social, and economic justice.

We recognize that injustice is connected to structural inequalities both within and between countries, 
and BTS is committed to supporting structural transformation both in Guatemala and in Canada.

Our work is guided by the understanding that we all deserve to be treated as equals, and that we 
need to build long-term relationships based on solidarity and mutuality. We respond to the needs and 
issues defined by our partners and by other Guatemalans with whom we work, and we support them 
in taking charge of their own lives. Our relationships are built on friendship, sharing, and dialogue as 
we work, learn, and grow together.

As a community of people who share this commitment to solidarity, we undertake advocacy and 
lobbying; organize delegations; send interns, volunteers, and human rights accompaniers; promote 
fairly-traded coffee; and raise awareness within our own communities through speaking tours by 
Guatemalan leaders and other political campaigns.

STAY IN TOUCH WITH US!
To get the latest updates, follow-us at:

@BTSGuateMaritimes
@BTS_MG
BTSMaritimesGuatemala 

Also, email Stacey Gomez (BTSMari-
timesCoordinator@gmail.com) to be added 
to be added to our email list. We have a 
listserve and monthly newsletter. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
• BTS Annual Gathering: October 23-24, 

2020
• BTS Delegation to Guatemala: Spring 

2021

THANKS TO EVERYONE! 
Thanks to everyone who’s supported 
our work throughout the year, from 

participating in our various committees, 
donating and countless other ways! 

BTS also extends our thanks for the 
support of the Tatamagouche Centre, which 

is an accredited non-profit education, 
conference, and retreat centre that has 

been working for transformation of 
self and society since 1955. For more 

information, visit tatacentre.ca

www.breakingthesilenceblog.com


